HCGB in the 1960s

An historic record of various rallies from 1967-8 (?)

Recovered from silent 8mm films by Ken Anderson

We’re trying to put together a script for an audio commentary.

This draft has been assembled by Keith Oakley with reference to Bulletin 5 1967 on the HCGB website archive – a fascinating read

Actual venues are currently uncertain

Time

00.02 Players No6 cigarettes sponsored the HCGB in the 60s

00.06 24 June – probably Isle of Wight Rally Ryde Airport 1967 

00.11 Velocette Viceroy engine (15bhp 250cc) on early HoverAir craft

00.19 Colin Knight (Dunlop overalls) chief mechanic under Daily Express Air Rider

00.22 John Vass driver and Daily Express reporter who did much to publicise the sport.

00.35 Thrust testing Grant Wickingtons 650cc powered Guinea Pig with a tiny spring balance and string. Thrust was probably around 50lbs

00.46 Probably David Gliddon’s April Fool 4/5 seater with 2 Triumph 650cc of 35bhp each, and 4 centrifugal fans. It weighed 1100lbs

00.50 Cis Blankley and Aubrey Musson from Colsterworth with their Hover Imp craft. 

00.54 It used a 40bhp 850cc Hillman Imp engine to drive a vertical lift fan at the front and a prop at the back

01.12 The paddock – 13 craft attended 10 completed the time trials and obstacle courses

01.23 Ken Senar  in  Puff Duck 11

01.42 Kick starting the engine

01.48 Recovering the dead craft

01.54 Setting up the scaffold pole grid – part of the obstacle course

01.56 Roy Blake  Hoverdyng II – based on a fibreglass ambulance roof costing £7, a 175cc lift and 250cc thrust engines. . Roy later emigrated to NZ and was actively hovering there.

02.36 Cedric Wren and his very successful Crested Wren powered by 2 328cc engines, which came first in the time trials. He lived at Seasalter N Kent and would commute in the craft along the shore to Whitstable to do the shopping.

02.52 Doug Campbell (or D Wilson?) from Scotland in his CW1 craft which came 3rd in the time trials

03.04 Cis Blankley driving the HoverImp craft (Bulletin 5 calls it Skylark)

03.15 Production plywood HoverAir HoverTwin craft (driven by Charles Westmorland ?

03.25 Peter Gooch from Jersey in J3 . His later J4 craft was very successful, crossing from Jersey to mainland France.

03.42  Graham Fulcher (?) in a HoverAir Hoverbat came 2nd in the time trials

03.59 Colin Knight in the overalls was an ex F1 car mechanic who went on to develop a range of plywood kit craft before emigrating to Canada.

04.09 CW1 being towed in by the start marshal Alan Bliault . Note the suits and ties! Dayglo orange was yet to come

04.23 8mm films were 4 min long so that’s the end of the reel!

04.25 This is a  homebrew craft in a back garden – no idea who or where but might be Ken Andersons own???

04.56 Back to another rally – possibly Sutton in Ashfield Notts 12-13 August 1967??

05.00 Cis Blankley in the HoverImp

05.11 Ken Senar in Puff Duck with John Vass keeping him straight

05.31 Cedric Wren in the Crested Wren

05.48 Leaning forward to trim CW1 in a (vain) attempt to keep it over hump

06.01 Grant Wickington in his Guinea Pig craft with a 500cc motorbike driving a single 4 foot dia centrifugal fan – lifejacket?

06.22 Back to the garden for the homebrews first trials with thrust. I remember a very similar scene at about the same time in my parents back garden. The sheer thrill was fantastic.

06.46 Back to another rally – not sure where

06.50 Australian Dan Reece (?) driving the Hover Twin

07.24 Admiring the broken thrust duct and prop on a HoverTwin. After a few impacts like this the ‘duct overhanging the sides’ design went out of fashion!

07.30 Impact damage on the Express Air Rider – Colin Knight? clearing the wreckage

07.38 Weighing the craft

07.50 Returning in a cloud of spray. Overweight and underpowered craft rarely went over hump

07.54 Sarah Mayhew entering the water in the Players No6 sponsored craft designed and built by Owen Maddocks

07.58 Sarah returning over hump, the only craft to do so, having collected a bag from the lake – the object of this test

08.07 Crested Wren does the same test but returns sub hump.

